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Testing has always played an integral role in any educational system and, before we go any 
further, let me say I am a HUGE proponent of accountability and measuring our progress. 
However, let me also be clear that the old adage “desperate times call for desperate measures” 
is in play this school year once again and we’re going to need some relief from testing. 

On the one hand, we need new testing data. Schools are being held accountable for school 
grades that were really generated during the 2018-19 school year since testing was suspended 
in March of 2020 thereby eliminating any new data for end-of-course exams, the FSA or other 
measurements. It’s also worth noting that the 2018-2019 school year was the one during which 
our students faced countless challenges caused by the devastation of Hurricane Michael.  

This means that currently, we have schools still considered to be struggling based upon 
two-year-old data and that’s simply not fair to the students, employees and leaders who have 
worked so hard towards improving outcomes and achievement. 

On the other hand, this school year is a school year unlike any other that, unfortunately, follows 
TWO previous school years that were also unlike any other. Our students lost about a month of 
school in the fall of 2018 following the storm and their educations were severely disrupted as 
many had to move around just to find sustainable housing. We lost teachers, students changed 
schools, some students attended on split schedules and many were learning in environments 
VERY different from those to which they were previously accustomed. 

Last year, we abruptly lost in-person learning for the fourth nine weeks of the year. Students 
with devices at home were able to connect remotely to teachers who were using online learning 
tools for the very first time themselves. Students without devices were reliant on paper-based 
lessons shuffled between home and school. 

To say it was less than ideal would be a gross understatement. We all did the best we could 
with what we had and we applaud ALL parents and guardians who shifted work schedules, 
worked long hours into the evening and did all they could to adapt to their new roles as 
“teachers.” 

And now we find ourselves halfway through the 2020-2021 school year … a year that has been 
anything but ordinary from the outset. We have students learning remotely at home while 



quarantining and teachers trying to balance the needs of in-person students and those at home. 
We have older siblings taking on the role of “teacher” with younger siblings and parents and 
guardians across the county desperately trying to figure out “new math” and remember 9th grade 
science in order to help their students. 

On top of all of this will come testing unless the state alters or waives those requirements as 
they did last year. You should know that, to date, we’ve not received any indication that testing 
will be waived and that’s VERY concerning.  

While we need new and RELIABLE data, there’s virtually no way testing data from this year will 
be any true measure of student learning gains or teacher efficacy. 

High-stakes testing must be done in person so, if there’s no relief in sight, we will continue to 
have to ask students who have learned remotely to come to school to test. They will be 
expected to follow safety protocols that are unfamiliar to them and may be testing with proctors 
and others they do not personally know. Students just returning from quarantines will be 
expected to test alongside students who haven’t missed a day. Teachers, who are juggling the 
impossible and doing an amazing job at it, will be held accountable for teaching ALL of the 
regular content to students who will be testing on the regular schedule despite the fact that 
NOTHING about this year is “regular.” 

This is not wise. 

It’s equally unwise and really even unfair to look at test scores this year as a measurement of 
teacher effectiveness. A large part of a teacher’s final evaluation comes from the standardized 
test scores of his/her students. How can we possibly hold teachers accountable for the learning 
of students who have had to quarantine multiple times? How can school grades be calculated 
using the test scores of students learning remotely, literally by themselves, doing the best they 
can to get their lessons done while helping younger siblings? How can teachers be responsible 
for the achievement of students who are struggling with homelessness caused by the 
pandemic-related job losses of their parents/guardians?  

The truth is … they can’t and we should not be implementing high-stakes testing, with all of the 
accompanying ramifications, this year. Please note, however, I am not saying we shouldn’t test 
the students in some form or fashion. Testing data, when considered as just one piece of the 
puzzle, can be useful for teachers and parents to consider but there’s NO WAY that data should 
determine grade promotion, school grades or teacher evaluations. 

This, however, is not a local decision. I ask you to please consider reaching out to your state 
legislators and our Governor to share your thoughts on this situation and to ask that we apply 
last year’s “grace and compassion” to this year’s testing cycle and evaluation process. 

We appreciate the continued support, encouragement and kindness of everyone in our 
community. Our school system is being taxed, once more, in ways we never envisioned and 
while we’re grateful to be able to continue to step up and rise to the occasion, it’s taking a toll on 
our students, on our employees and on our families. 

Thank you for all you do to support our children. Stay safe and God Bless! 



 


